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Convergence and Controversy .
The Evolution and Practice of Positivism in Journalism and Communication Research in China
ZHANG Li, TENG Xiaoyu
(School of Journalism and New Media, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710049, China)

Abstract Journalism research in China started late and has been influenced by traditional humanistic-historical-
philosophical thinking for a long period of time. With the continuous emergence of new technologies and meth-
ods,journalism research has been enriched and challenged. After a long period of political thinking, the intro-
duction of communication and scientific methodology has been widely accepted by academic circles. Positivism
paradigm makes the research scope of journalism and communication expand, the research topics are diversified
and deepening, the academic research is becoming more and more standardized, it complements the emotional
logic of traditional humanistic historical philosophical thinking, tests and develops the theory of journalism and
communication, and promotes the research results to have practical application. At the same time, positivism
also faces disputes on methodology, knowledge contribution and methodological defects. In the technological
era, the orientation of new positivism should return to value rationality, while the existing theories and meth-
ods under the paradigm of journalism and communication need to be expanded in order to explain the new phe-
nomenon of intelligent communication.
Key words positivism; research paradigm; research methodology; social science research; journalism and com-

munication discipline; value rationality; intelligent communication
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